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June 5, 2020

Wayne Chalmers 
Chair 
Farmers’ Markets Ontario 
springhillfarms2010@hotmail.com 

Catherine Clark 
Executive Director 
Farmers’ Markets Ontario 
catherine.clark@farmersmarketsontario.com 

Moe Garahan 
Co-Chair Sustain Ontario Farm and 
Farmland Network 
moe@justfood.ca 

Pat Learmonth 
Co-Chair Sustain Ontario Farm and 
Farmland Network 
pat@farmsatwork.ca 

Dear Mr. Chalmers, Ms. Clark, Ms. Garahan and Ms. Learmonth: 

Nothing is more important than protecting the health and well-being of Ontarians. Since 
we first learned of the COVID-19 pandemic Ontario has been diligently monitoring and 
taking decisive action to contain the spread of this new virus. 

Farmers’ markets are valued members of our food supply chain throughout the 
province, giving people easy access to local food and other local products. While 
farmers’ markets are not specifically listed on the list of essential workplaces, they 
would be captured by the list of essential businesses if they are primarily selling food. 
Individual vendors at a farmer’s market or the markets themselves (depending on how 
they are organized) selling food would certainly fall into this category. 

Businesses (which include non-profits) that continue to operate must make sure they 
can do so in a manner that protects the health and safety of their workers and 
customers. This includes putting in place protections that are in line with the 
recommendations from Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health while continuing to 
monitor ontario.ca/covid19 for updates to health and safety protocols and policies. Local 
public health units have authority in their own jurisdictions, and businesses must comply 
with any specific requirements that may apply. 
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It isn’t possible to have a one-size-fits-all approach. How individual operations meet the 
health and safety requirements will vary depending on a number of variables, including 
the size and layout of the operation and access to facilities and parking.   

Businesses, (which include non-profits), which could include vendors at farmers’ 
markets or the markets themselves (depending on how they are organized), that 
primarily sell food, beverages and consumer products necessary to maintain 
households and businesses are not required to close under the Emergency Order. The 
Emergency Order does not stipulate that a business may only sell food beverages and 
consumer products, just that it must primarily sell food, beverages and consumer 
products if it is to remain open under that paragraph. 

In some circumstances, advance orders and curbside delivery may also be an option to 
consider. 

Individual markets and vendors should work closely with their local health officials to 
confirm which protocols and other emergency orders are appropriate for their particular 
operation to ensure appropriate physical distancing, cleaning and disinfecting.

Thank you for the work you are doing to ensure Ontarians have food on their tables. 
Together, we can keep the agriculture sector strong during this unprecedented time. 

Sincerely, 

Ernie Hardeman 
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 




