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FEEDBACK - Ontario Food & Nutrition Strategy

Outcome: A Strong Food Economy
Below are the target areas (e.g. 5.1), strategies (e.g. 5.1.1), and policy recommendations (e.g. 5.1.1.1) related to a strong food economy. Indicate whether you think the recommendations should be kept or removed. There are a few questions at the end to provide your rationale and mention other changes you wish to see (OR feel free to make notes on the text itself).
5.    Agriculture and food jobs and businesses contribute to a prosperous economy in Ontario
5.1 Increased procurement of local Ontario foods by municipalities, universities/colleges, schools, and hospitals 



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.1.1 Develop local and sustainable food procurement targets for public sector institutions 


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.1.1.1 Require public institutions to track and report on local and sustainable food 


procurement, to set improvement goals, and to report on improvements 



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.1.2 Provide incentives, supports, and tracking requirements to enable public sector 
institutions to meet the local and sustainable procurement targets



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.1.2.1 Continue and expand the Broader Public Sector Investment Fund


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.1.2.2 Continue the Ontario Fresh website 


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.2 Increased consumer awareness of, demand for, and access to local and sustainable food 



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.2.1 Market and promote local and sustainable food


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.2.1.1 Continue the Foodland Ontario program



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.2.1.2 Support other programs that identify and market local and sustainable  food 


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.2.1.3 Report trends data for local and sustainable food purchases


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.2.2 Support programs that make local and sustainable food more available including CSAs, 
fresh fruit and vegetable boxes, farmers markets, and grocery store programs



5.2.2.1 Continue to support farmers’ markets 



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.2.2.2 Provide support for other local and sustainable food distribution initiatives


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.2.3 Market, promote and support culinary tourism



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.2.3.1 Report number of restaurants involved in promoting local Ontario products


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.3 Desirable employment opportunities in food and farming sector is increasing

                           (Must Keep       (Keep          (Keep with Changes         (Remove         (I Don't Know

             5.3.1 Create dedicated economic development strategies for food system jobs  to enhance the   

             existing economic multipliers in the sector for better job creation

               (Must Keep      (Keep          (Keep with Changes         (Remove          (I Don't Know
 
5.3.2 Focus on food as a priority area for small business development and employment training



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.3.3 Preferentially support small and medium enterprises and co-operatives



5.3.3.1 Review policies and regulations for scalability and potential for inequitable 


impacts on small and medium enterprises 


5.3.4 Ensure that agricultural and food service workers have just, fair and healthy working 
conditions and rights



5.3.4.1 Ensure that seasonal agriculture workers have access to the same rights and 


services as permanent residents 



5.3.4.2 Ensure that minimum wage levels enable food service workers earn a livable 


wage


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.4 There is a skilled workforce able to meet the needs of the food and farming sector


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.4.1 Develop a comprehensive food systems labor force development strategy


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.4.1.2 Implement partial student loan forgiveness for those going into farming


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.4.1.3 Enhance collaboration between MTCU, OMAFRA, and MEDI  
to foster new 


training opportunities


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.5 Improved financing for the food and farming sector


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know 


5.5.1Work with farmers, food businesses, and financial institutions to develop social financing 
approaches, shared savings plans, pension plans, and grants, loans, and operating capital for 
new and established farmers



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.6 Adequate infrastructure to support the continued growth of the food and farming sector 



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.6.1 Facilitate the building of regional food processing, storage and distribution capacity


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.6.1.1 Provide Grants, loans, and business planning support for regional processing, 


storage and distribution and local food marketing


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.7 Regulations and their enforcement support a safe, environmentally sound, healthy, robust, and growing food and farming sector


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know
 
5.7.1 Work with food businesses to identify challenges within regulations and their enforcement 
and to develop solutions


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.7.1.1 Conduct on-going reviews of regulations that impact on food and how they are 


enforced


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.7.1.2 Food safety inspectors trained to ensure consistency in regulatory 



implementation


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

5.7.2 Support food providers in meeting regulations


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.7.2.1 Provide training and easy access to advice and information for food providers to 


facilitate regulatory compliance


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


5.7.3 Enable on-farm value adding


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



5.7.3.1 Provide relief from municipal taxation and zoning restrictions for on-farm value-


added enterprises


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know
Questions: 
Provide the rationale for keeping or removing any suggestions you feel strongly about.

Are there any additional strategies/policies you would add to this set of recommendations?

Would you suggest any changes or modifications to the wording of these recommendations?

Provide any anecdotes, studies, or links to websites that strengthen your comments.
�could these be written in full ?








