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FEEDBACK - Ontario Food & Nutrition Strategy

Outcome: A Diverse and Sustainable Food System
Below are the target areas (e.g. 4.1), strategies (e.g. 4.1.1), and policy recommendations (e.g. 4.1.1.1) related to a diverse and sustainable food system. Indicate whether you think the recommendations should be kept or removed. There are a few questions at the end to provide your rationale and mention other changes you wish to see (OR feel free to make notes on the text itself).
4. There is a strong, diverse, environmentally responsible and sustainable food production sector in Ontario
4.1 A protected farmland base with farmland available to farmers


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know
 
4.1.1 Work with municipalities to create development restrictions


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.1.1.1 Strengthen provincial policies on agricultural land protection to slow the rate of 


conversion to non-food uses


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.1.2 Support the development of new approaches to farmland ownership, tenure and 
preservation


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



4.1.2.1 Implement tax changes for land easements and donations


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.2 Conversion of non-prime farmland into ecological goods and services uses



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.2.1 Develop quantification protocols to measure the value of on-farm ecological services such 
as carbon sequestration sites, groundwater recharge areas, vegetative filter strips, and wildlife 
habitat



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.2.2 Develop market mechanisms to allow farmers to be compensated for the ecological goods 
and services they provide



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.3 Farmers are better supported to contribute to endangered species preservation



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.3.1 Work with farmers and conservationists to identify strategies that will enable 


farmers to be conservation partners 


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



4.3.1.1 Enact safe harbor legislation


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.4 A more diversified agricultural system


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know
 
4.4.1 Work with farmers to identify opportunities to better support transitions to more diverse 
and ecological growing methods 


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



4.4.1.1 Adapt agricultural support systems to better support new and re-strategizing 


farmers


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.4.1.2 Change provincial legislation governing supply management to require a range 


of new entrant programs (e.g. small flock licensing, temporary quota loan programs)


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know
 
4.4.2 Provide extension services, training, incentives, disincentives, and support that enable 
farmers to grow more ecologically


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



4.4.2.1 Implement a tax on synthetic pesticides, and fertilizers


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.4.2.2 Continue and expand the Environmental Farm Plan program and boost the 


Integrated Pest Management elements of it


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know
 

4.4.2.1 Support regionally based research and extension centres to provide regionally-


appropriate information on seeds and breeds to both households and urban agricultural 

communities that meet the interests within those communities, and support diverse 


food choices



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.5 Sustainable fisheries and safe seafood



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know 

 
4.5.1 Protect and clean water courses to ensure sustainable and safe fisheries



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.6 Waste is reduced throughout the food system


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.6.1 Provide education and incentives to reduce waste in food growing, processing, 
distribution, retail, and food service 



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.6.2 Support composting



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



4.6.2.1 Require municipalities to develop composting programs


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know



4.6.2.2 Support amendments to composting regulations to permit small-scale  



community based composting


(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

4.7 Wild lands are a sustainable source of food



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know


4.7.1 Protect existing wild lands from development and degradation for the purpose of enabling 
wild foods procurement



(Must Keep
  (Keep          (Keep with Changes
(Remove
(I Don't Know

 Questions: 
Provide the rationale for keeping or removing any suggestions you feel strongly about.

Are there any additional strategies/policies you would add to this set of recommendations?

Would you suggest any changes or modifications to the wording of these recommendations?

Provide any anecdotes, studies, or links to websites that strengthen your comments.
