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WHAT WE HOPE TO SEE IN THE LOCAL FOOD ACT

Food and food systems are central to the well-being of Ontarians and are integrally linked to Ontario’s population, economic, social, and environmental health. Through an Ontario Local Food  Act, food and food systems could:

· increase benefits to local and regional economies, communities, and farmers

·  contribute to population health through the alleviation of hunger, chronic disease, and obesity

·  create a healthy food future by developing healthy food habits and knowledge in Ontario’s children and youth 

· operate within a framework which ensures the protection and conservation of  land, soil and water upon which we depend. 

Statement of Purpose

The Local Food Act should promote and support the health of all Ontarians through diverse, healthy, equitable, economically viable and environmentally sound local and regional food systems. The Act should:

· recognize the role of food in addressing a variety of social, cultural, environmental and economic problems;

· recognize that building healthy food systems can help the government to fulfill its roles in protecting and conserving land and water and rural communities and in supporting and promoting population health;

· recognize that increasing knowledge about healthy food, food systems, and food skills can help to create new markets for local food and healthier eating; 

·  strengthen and grow the economic viability of food and farming sectors including family farms;

·  decrease and reverse the trend of declining farm incomes, revitalize our rural communities, and enable the continued growth of the Ontario food and farming sectors;

·  require that government and government institutions lead by example by increasing utilization of Ontario food each year;

· align the work of Ontario Ministries whose activities affect local food systems and Ontarians’ health by establishing criteria to guide government decisions across all Ministries; 

·  increase cross-Ministerial accountability and collaboration in order to achieve efficient and effective allocation of public resources for the benefit of Ontarians’ health and well-being;

· ensure that Ontario has a diverse and sustainable food production system that contributes to an equitable and sustainable economy;

·  establish multi-stakeholder collaborations in support of an equitable, economically viable and environmentally sound food system;

· acknowledge the central role that food has in our lives and support Ontarians in actively engaging in making decisions about their food system;

· enable Ontarians to choose where their food comes from and how it is produced. 

· enable increased research to identify and evaluate programs and policies that impact on the food system;

· provide requirements for  setting  targets and measurable goals and outcomes;

· require the accumulation and effective monitoring of baseline data and common indicators of the health of the population and the food and farming sectors;

We need a Local Food Act to:

Ensure that all Ontarians have access to , and the means to obtain,  safe, healthy, local and culturally acceptable food

· Increase access to local, healthy, and culturally acceptable foods, especially for vulnerable populations

· Integrate food access into city and regional land use policies and community planning

· Provide opportunities for local communities, rural and urban, to have more control over decisions about where their food comes from and how it is produced

· Support communities in developing their own, localized food system solutions

Provide Ontarians with the information, knowledge, skills, resources, and relationships to support healthy eating and healthy choices where they live, work, learn and play

· Increase public understanding of the food system and how food choices impact on health, the environment, and the economy

· Provide food skills training for children in schools and for adults in communities

· Increase access to information about local foods and healthy eating through retailers and food sources

Protect and promote a diverse and sustainable food production system that contributes to an equitable and sustainable economy 

· Adopt a food systems approach to policy development
· Ensure that Ontario’s food chain is diverse, sustainable and robust

· Protect and conserve farmland, soil and water for future generations

· Recognize and reward farm stewardship and best management practices, including ecosystem goods and services that are provided by the food chain 

· Support farmers to move toward more ecological production practices

· Reduce  waste and increase collaboration for the diversion of food and waste throughout the food system

· Support the development of processing, storage and distribution solutions that make local food more accessible 
· Strategically protect land for food production to meet Ontario’s needs

· Protect and conserve the ecosystem processes and the plant, fish and wildlife species that support forest and fresh water food systems

· Provide support to create a new generation of  farmers and a skilled workforce that is able to meet the needs of a sustainable food system for Ontario

· Ensure that regulations and their enforcement support a safe, diverse, environmentally sound, healthy, socially just and economically viable food and farming sector
· Ensure that existing and new programs and policies support the economic viability of farms, including family farms
· Enable innovative financing for the food and farming sector

Endorsements

